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1. PRESS RELEASE

The exhibitors and featured projects in Hong Kong’s exhibition at the 13th 
International Architecture Exhibition of la Biennale di Venezia were unveiled on 16 
August at a press conference held at the Osage Open in Kowloon East. 

The exhibition is co-organised by The Hong Kong Institute of Architects and Hong 
Kong Arts Development Council, in response to the Biennale Director David 
Chipperfield’s overall exhibition theme of Common Ground. Hong Kong’s exhibition, 
titled “Inter Cities / Intra Cities: Ghostwriting the Future”, emphasizes the importance 
of social compatibility and cultural diversity in the creation of our cities and focuses 
on the vital urban, architectural and cultural regeneration of Hong Kong’s very own 
“common ground”: Kowloon East.

Mr Christopher Law (Director of Oval Partnership Ltd) has been appointed Chief 
Curator of Hong Kong’s exhibition at the Biennale. 13 contributing exhibitors from 
a cross section of cultural backgrounds in Art, Music, Architecture and Design will 
speculate on the past present and future of Kowloon East. They will present a diverse 
set of live and speculative projects taking place across the 320 hectare district, 
which is set to be one of the largest regeneration projects in the world and of vital 
importance to the future of Hong Kong.

The ambition of the exhibition is to promote multi-disciplinary ideas and public 
dialogue, beyond urban design and development alone. It aims to identify what 
will define successful place-making for the district in a socially- and culturally-
focused approach, and ensure diversity and compatibility in Hong Kong’s last major 
regeneration opportunity.

Mr Bernard Chan, member of the Executive Council, HKSAR, and Chairman, 
Council for Sustainable Development, stated “More than ever before, Hong 
Kong is determined to stay a pluralistic and inclusive society where difference is 
respected and accommodated.  Indeed, the sustainable development model for any 
cosmopolitan city should ensure compatibility in a diverse community through the 
identification and appreciation of common grounds.  I look forward to joining our 
home audience in Hong Kong in welcoming the exciting upcoming dialogues on 
Kowloon East in Venice, and to partaking in the important discourse ourselves when 
the exhibition returns to Hong Kong next spring.”

Dominic Lam, President of The Hong Kong Insitute of Architects said “By taking part 
in the Biennale, Hong Kong is delighted to share with the world her accomplishments 
and innovations in the field of architecture, social and cultural development.  
Moreover, an invaluable international platform is going to be founded for dialogues 
that enable people to freely speculate their past and future.”
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Mr Chow Yung-ping, Chief Executive of Hong Kong Arts Development Council stated 
“The Hong Kong Arts Development Council is committed to providing a strategic 
exhibition venue in Venice and joining the Steering Committee to support the 
curatorial team in the overall co-ordination to ensure an outstanding exhibition.”

Chris Law summarised the curatorial approach to the exhbition, stating “Can Hong 
Kong find new ways simultaneously to maintain the commercial momentum that 
has made it the success it is today whilst engaging its citizenry more fully, enabling 
diverse, culturally rich, more sustainable ways of living in years to come? Can it 
retain an independent identity whilst simultaneously becoming just one of a number 
of population ‘nodes’ in the wider Pearl River Delta conurbation?

The exhibition aims to recreate the complex, partial, fragmented experience of 
passing through a city, full of competing voices and spaces. As curators we became 
ghostwriters, threading stories from past, present and future through real and 
speculative propositions for the Kowloon East development area and beyond: cutting 
and pasting, juxtaposing and re-contextualising, time-shifting. We saw this as a way 
of conjuring memory and individual experience into an abstract master plan, as a 
way of furthering local debate and dialogue and as a way of evoking the past whilst 
celebrating the unofficial, ad hoc re-inhabitation of this rapidly changing area.

Successful cities are permissive, embracing a spirit of multiplicity and difference, of 
subversion and invention. Without the underground, the semi-legal and the anti-
authoritarian, cities become sterile and predictable. Biologically dead.

We present some of the official, large-scale new uses proposed for Kowloon East, 
and the unofficial, unplanned, locally generated activities that occupy the cracks and 
crevices in between. These, with a little water, might flower into a rich meadow.”

This year’s biennale has received the sponsorship from various government 
departments of Hong Kong and Shenzhen. We are pleased to announce the Leading 
Sponsor being Create Hong Kong, a dedicated agency set up by the Government of 
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) to lead, champion and drive 
the development of the creative economy in Hong Kong. Main Sponsorship is kindly 
offered by the Development Bureau, HKSAR and Shenzhen Biennale of Urbanism\
Architecture Organizer Committee. Support also cames from the private sector like 
Henderson Land Group, Viabizzuno and Giant Communications, etc. Meanwhile, 
we appreciate all the government departments, architecture, design, cultural and art-
related institutes as well as tertiary educational institutions for their participations as 
the Supporting Organizations of the Hong Kong Exhibition.

EXHIBITORS EXHIBITED PROJECTS (See Appendix 1 for full details)
ANTs Derivative Urbanism - Utopia from Collective Aspiration 
Cave Design Studio Imaginary Kai Tak
Eric Schuldenfrei Sites of Erasure
Foster + Partners Kai Tak Cruise Terminal
Hidden Agenda Concrete Tribe
HK Farm An urban agriculture project based in Ngau Tau Kok
HK Honey An urban beekeeping project based in Ngau Tau Kok
HOUR25 Production The Cultivation of Urban Cracks
Jim Chan ‘Taking Off’  Installation at HK Arts Centre
Rocco S K Yim Bridge City
Ronald Lu and Partners  Flat for Flat
The Oval Partnership Benchmark, Garden of Towers, The Shared Sky, Integer Hotel
Tris Kee  Voices of Kwun Tong (in collaboration with Oval Partnership)
Wallace Chang Kai Tak River Green Corridor – Community Education Project

WEBSITE venicebiennale.hk/vb2012  or  facebook.com/VeniceBiennaleHk
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2. SCHEDULE

OPENING CEREMONY
The Opening Ceremony for the Hong Kong Exhibition at the 13th International 
Architecture Exhibition La Biennale Di Venezia will be held from 4.30pm on 27th 
August at the Arsenale, Castello, campo della Tana 2126. The Guest of Honour 
for the opening ceremony will be Miss CHOW Shuk Ching, Mary, JP, Special 
Representative for HK Economic & Trade Affairs to the European Union, Brussels 
ETO. 

The exhibition will open to the public from August 29 to November 25, 2012.

FORUM
A forum will be held at the Hong Kong Exhibition venue in Venice on the 28th 
August from 11.00am – 1pm. The topic for the forum is ‘Diversity & Compatibility’ 
and will be centred around the theme of the Hong Kong exhibition. 

The keynote speaker for this event will be Professor Sir Peter Cook. Founder 
of Archigram, a former Director the Institute of Contemporary Arts, London and the 
Bartlett School of Architecture at University College London, he has been a pivotal 
figure within the global architectural world for over half a century and remains as 
active and thought provoking as ever. 

Other guest speakers will include K.K Ling (Energizing Kowloon East, Development 
Bureau HKSAR), Eric Schuldenfrei (Department of Architecture, HKU), Mr. Huang 
Wei Wen, Director of Shenzhen Center for Public Art.

BENCH COMPETITION
The Hong Kong Institute of Architects will be launching a design competition in Mid 
October with the results of the completion announced at the Response Exhibition in 
Hong Kong, further details will be revealed at the Opening Ceremony.

RESPONSE EXHIBITION IN HONG KONG
All of the exhibits displayed in a the Hong Kong Exhibition in Venice will be 
transported back to Hong Kong and showcased at a response exhibition in Hong 
Kong in Spring 2013 in an effort to continue and engage the wider public with the 
dialogue of the exhibition. It is anticipated that there will be there will be a number 
of seminars, education forums and pop-up exhibitions across Hong Kong and key 
Pearl River Delta cities.

PREVIEW EVENTS FOR THE HONG KONG 
EXHIBITION IN VENICE & HONG KONG



3. CURATORIAL RESPONSE

Christopher Law, Director of Hong Kong based architectural practice Oval 
Partnership, has been appointed as Chief Curator of the Hong Kong exhibition by 
the Hong Kong Institute of Architects following a public call for proposals. Oval has 
developed the concept for the exhibition and selected content from 13 contributing 
exhibitors, all working on live projects in  Kowloon East, in response to David 
Chipperfield’s overall theme for the 13th International Architecture Exhibition’s, 
“Common Ground”.

The exhibition explores the issues of Diversity and Compatibility in urbanism.  
Hong Kong was once an exemplar of diversity and compatibility. But the impact 
of globalization, coupled with major development initiatives in recent years, have 
weakened the social and economic diversity of the city.  How can Hong Kong 
develop its city districts in a way that encourages growth and a better quality of 
life, opportunity for large corporations, small businesses and the native population 
alike, as well as achieve a successful balance between top down governance and 
grass roots initiatives? Can Hong Kong find new ways simultaneously to maintain the 
commercial momentum that has made it the success it is today, whilst engaging its 
citizenry more fully and enabling diverse, culturally-rich, and more sustainable ways 
of living in years to come? Can Hong Kong regain its position as the paragon of 
Diversity and Compatibility?

THE CONTENTS OF THE EXHIBITION
The exhibition takes the 320 hectare Kowloon East regeneration area as its subject; 
one of the largest urban regeneration projects in Asia, and a district based around 
the ghost of a former airport. It will interrogate how the Development Bureau’s 
official future plans, as well as unofficial projects, native and planned culture of 
the Kowloon East district will manifest and co-exist in one of the most prominent 
regeneration projects in the world.

As curator, Oval Partnership will act as ghostwriters, inviting the contributors to 
speculate on past, present and future inhabitation as a way of re-framing existing 
conditions, native culture and new activity. These projects will be interpreted to 
reveal the hidden histories and emerging futures in one of the most extensive urban 
regeneration projects in the world. The exhibition weaves a series of interlinked 
narratives to reveal the fragile ecologies of an emerging new urban culture, co-
existing within the official master plan. It will juxtapose diverse projects from an 
array of contributors; from Foster and Partners’ new cruise liner terminal now under 
construction on the old Kai Tak runway, to small urban agriculture projects on 
factory roofs, sensitive low-cost housing projects and a nightclub in an abandoned 
warehouse.
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ANTs
Sai Chun Yung, Sherry Fung, Sunny Chan, Chun Hang Yip 

‘ANTs’ is comprised of four young designers who graduated as 
Master of Architecture from the University of Hong Kong. With an 
interest in cultural events and architectural discourses, the team has 
participated in various exhibitions in the field of architecture, art and 
calligraphy.

DERIVATIVE URBANISM - UTOPIA FROM COLLECTIVE ASPIRATION 
“The project explores the juxtaposition of authoritative planning 
versus collective aspiration. Rather than a simplistic perception of the 
two as conflicting positions, we seek to generate whimsical chemistry 
through a dialogue between them. We believe this constantly 
unbalanced relationship and tension is exactly the distinctive 
vibrancy of Hong Kong. Through juxtaposition of real vs speculative 
proposition, art vs architecture, illegal vs legitimate, collective 
aspiration will be revealed as the common ground of public desire, 
the essence of ‘place making’. 

The installation serves a dual function as a generative device which 
structures our research and design process; and also, as a physical 
representation of our final architectural proposal and the spatial 
quality of derivative architecture.”

CAVE Design Studio
Christopher Haiman Leung, Stanley Ho, Karman Leung, Geoffrey 
Ling, Clarence Ling

CAVE is a young Hong Kong-based architectural design practice 
established in 2011 by three graduates from the Bartlett School 
of Architecture, University College London. They are a creative 
collective that aims to push the boundaries of architecture to deliver 
both fresh and engaging projects. 

IMAGINARY KAI TAK
Globalization threatens the diversity and individual experience 
within a city. Present urban masterplan proposals tend to approach 
the city at a very inhuman scale to reduce economic uncertainty and 
create more sustainable infrastructures. This phenomenon however 
has encouraged a development of new cities that often appear 
sterile and almost identical in essence. By reversing the ‘global’ 
methodology of masterplanning Cave Design Studio’s speculate an 
Imaginary Kai Tak by firstly reading and interpreting the local stories, 
maps, photographs and cultural events documented from history. 
Drawing different local qualities out of these events enables them 
to envision narratives and create device systems that could resolve 
the functional needs for a speculative future of Kai Tak (where Hong 
Kong is under global economic and environmental threat).

APPENDIX 1.

EXHIBITOR AND EXHIBIT  
INFORMATION



Eric Schuldenfrei
Eric Schuldenfrei is an Assistant Professor at the University of Hong 
Kong Department of Architecture and a Founding Partner of ESKYIU, 
a multi-disciplinary studio that explores how architecture intersects 
with transformative cultural landscapes, media, products, print, 
experimental fabrication systems, education and social sustainability.

SITES OF ERASURE
A collection of short films by Eric Schuldenfrei; Jo Chau, Elaine Choy, 
Benny Sin; Richard Andersen; Chi Hang Chan; Peter Lampard; 
Kenneth Sit and Elsie Tang. The films were created for a course 
taught by Eric Schuldenfrei.

“Sites of Erasure examines cultural artefacts, customs and buildings, 
in areas that may soon disappear. We use film in ways that go 
beyond simple documentation to persuade and influence our 
audience, and in this way question received ideas of progress. 

The constantly evolving urban environment of Hong Kong allows little 
time for reflection on how its relentless spatial reconfiguration might 
alter the collective unconscious of its inhabitants. This is not an issue 
unique to Hong Kong; it is a common condition of contemporary 
urban development: a reductive process whereby the lowest common 
denominator often determines expectation, funding and delivery.

Control of civic space is delegated to a select few rather than 
developing organically from occupants who actively inhabit the 
space on a daily basis. All too often, universal solutions are imposed 
instead of time being spent finding subtle responses to place and 
context.

There needs to be an active engagement by all across society. We 
need a society which questions the right of who is able to have their 
voice heard, who has the right to form policy, who has the right to 
decide how the city might change, and for whom.”

Foster + Partners
Foster + Partners, led by Norman Foster, is an international studio for 
architecture, engineering, industrial and interior design. The practice 
has pioneered a sustainable approach to architecture through a wide 
range of work and has received over 600 awards for excellence and 
won over 100 competitions since its inception in 1967.

Lead Designer: Foster + Partners
Client: The Tourism Commission of the Government of HKSAR
Project Manager: Architectural Services Department of the 
Government of HKSAR
Project Architect: Wong Tung & Partners Ltd.
Main Contractor: Dragages Hong Kong Ltd.
Civil, Structural, Building Services, Landscape, Environmental and 
Traffic Engineering: AECOM

KAI TAK CRUISE TERMINAL
“The Cruise Terminal, currently under construction at the tip of 
the former Kai Tak runway 13 continues Foster + Partners unique 
association with the design of gateways into Hong Kong such as 
the KCRC station terminus from China and Chek Lap Kok Airport 
Passenger Terminal. It will be one of the foremost cruise facilities 
in the world. The terminal’s sustainable design combines a number 
of energy saving measures, as well as generating power from 
renewable sources and making use of recycled rain water for 
cooling. The vision is that the building will be used 24 hours a day, 
with a public roof garden providing a stage for recreation with open 
and covered spaces for activities such as family picnics, outdoor 
dining and wedding banquets with stunning views of Hong Kong.”
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Hidden Agenda
Kimi Lam

Hidden Agenda is an independent live music venue in the Kwun Tong 
industrial area, associated with many different indie cultures and 
artists from the local community. Their DIY approach has won the 
support of many music lovers and they aim to push the boundaries of 
Hong Kong’s cultural planning and freedom of art. 

CONCRETE TRIBE
Hidden Agenda is an independent music live house, which lies within 
the heart of Hong Kong biggest industrial area call Kwun Tong.  Still 
it remains relatively hidden from the local scene but highly visible on 
the international stage.  Shortly after receiving a warning letter from 
the Hong Kong Lands Department, Hidden Agenda took a stand 
and decided to film every little thing that happens within and around 
the music venue:  from music performances, performers & audience 
interviews, police actions against the premise, street protest, to board 
meetings and the night life within the industrial area.

HK Farm
Michael Leung, Glenn Eugen Ellingsen, Matt Edmondson

HK Farm is an organisation of Hong Kong aspiring farmers, artists 
and designers founded in April 2012. Their aim is to communicate 
the value of rooftop farming and benefits of locally produced food. 
They grow local food following organic principles and design 
products and services relating to urban agriculture.

AN URBAN AGRICULTURE PROJECT BASED IN NGAU TAU KOK
“Food origin is something the three of us are concerned about. In 
a place like Hong Kong you are often given the choice of imported 
foods such as eggs, vegetables and herbs - many of which are grown 
out-of-season and contribute to unnecessary carbon emissions. At the 
street market, it’s a multi-sensory and community-based experience, 
however the food origin and non-organic farming practices are often 
a mystery to the public.

Our exhibits show the variety of activities that happen on our rooftop 
and from our studio, located one floor below. Exhibits include photos 
documenting our process, local plants grown in movable wooden 
planters and one of our HK Farm Zines..”

HK Honey
Michael Leung

HK Honey is an organization of Hong Kong beekeepers, artists and 
designers founded in July 2010. Their aim is to communicate the 
value of bees and the benefits of locally produced honey. They have 
a network of bee farms, a design studio and collaborate with many 
organizations and different local communities.

AN URBAN BEEKEEPING PROJECT BASED IN NGAU TAU KOK
“We’ve been keeping bees in the industrial area of Ngau Tau Kok 
since April 2010. Two beehives that were tucked away in corner 
have now became five in a designated space on our rooftop farm. 
Our exhibits shows the variety of activities and products that happen 
on our rooftop and from our studio, located one floor below. 
Exhibits include artist collaboration photos and artworks, and design 
products, all located inside our self-produced and beeswax coated 
wooden beehives.”



HOUR25 Production
William Lai, ArChoi, Bill Chan, Jason So, Ruby Law, Juliana Ke

HOUR25 Production is an independent Hong Kong base research & 
design collective group that works within the 25th hour and beyond. 
HOUR25 Production essentially reinterprets architecture beyond 
the architectural realm. Their work is notable for the methodology 
of carrying out time & space exploration with the use of a diversity 
of media to express architectural ideas without the presence of 
architecture, in which the boundary of the natural, the social and the 
artificial is blurred.

THE CULTIVATION OF URBAN CRACKS
Amidst years of a vigorous construction climate in Hong Kong, a 
city that constantly gives birth to new fabrics and yet at the same 
time witnesses the dead of the old, redevelopments are happening 
so rapid that the city is often viewed as unsentimental. As time goes 
by, the city and its built environment grow and wither. The ‘image of 
the city’ we witness today is merely a momentary fragment within the 
infinity of time. “The Cultivation of Urban Cracks” excavates layers 
of narration in the history of the city, the instatllation is a concretised 
time and space, where the past, present & future are juxtaposed 
as if a time-lapse image in its physical form. Several ‘cracks’ are 
excavated along Kai Tak Nullah, layers of urban space in the last 
decades are to be unearthed. Sentimentality is to be revealed within 
the unsentimental. The crack specimens are found catalysts that 
project the neglected past, and at the same time mnemonic devices 
that concretise the memory of our city.

Jim Chan
Jim Chan has a diverse background including architectural practice 
in Hong Kong and the United States. He actively participates in local 
and international art and architectural competitions and has won a 
number of awards. 

‘TAKING OFF’ INSTALLATION AT HK ARTS CENTRE
‘Taking Off’ is an installation art piece that penetrates between 
the inside and outside of HK Arts Centre.  It consists of two major 
elements – the first is the image of an airplane runway imprinting on 
the footbridge shelter right outside the Arts Centre while the second is 
the image of an airplane overlaying on the interior of the full-height 
window facade.  The setting is best experienced through the 3/F 
foyer area of the Arts Centre.  The two elements juxtapose together 
and create an illusion of an airplane taking off from the footbridge.  
The art piece produces different experiential effects when viewed at 
different angles and at different times.
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Rocco S K Yim
Rocco Yim, Freddie Hai, Martin Fung, May Fung (HKICC Lee Shau 
Kee School of Creativity)

Rocco Yim is Executive Director of Rocco Design Architects Limited. 
He was born and educated in Hong Kong, and is currently executive 
director of Rocco Design Architects Limited.  Since winning a First 
Prize Award for the Opera de la Bastilla international competition in 
1983, his works have consistently been awarded both in Hong Kong 
and internationally, and he is a finalist in the design of the concept 
master plan for the West Kowloon Cultural District. He is currently 
on the Advisory Council for the HKU Department of Architecture, 
Adjunct Professor in HKU SPACE and a Museum Adviser to the LCSD.

BRIDGE CITY
“Venice and Hong Kong have this in common: we are both 
bridge cities. In Hong Kong, a fast-developing 21st century city 
honeycombed with opportunities, bridges are needed to span 
terrains of cultural, traditional and historical differences as well as 
physical boundaries. Our story is inspired by the unearthing of the 
Lung Tsun Stone Bridge in Kai Tak. Built in 1873, the bridge was 
demolished by the invading Japanese forces in 1942 to make way 
for the airport runway extension.  Our investigation draws parallels 
from this vanished bridge and aims to explore both physical and 
cultural aspects of the transforming cityscape of Kwun Tong.”

Ronald Lu and Partners 
Eugene Ching, Candy Li, Jessica Yeung, Mary Kong, William Lai, 
Toni Lui, Claire Yuen, Benny Lee

Ronald Lu and Partners (RLP) is an award-winning architecture and 
interior design practice dedicated to the delivery of world-class 
projects and green built environments across the globe. Founded 
over 35 years ago, RLP has over 500 staff and 5 offices across 
China. RLP embraces a holistic approach and are committed to 
excellence in design and construction, as well as maximising 
opportunities for greater social, economic and environmental benefits 
for communities.

FLAT FOR FLAT
“The Flat for Flat project is a unique development by the Hong Kong 
Urban Renewal Authority whereby new flats are created in exchange 
for old residences. The focus is on community building for people 
displaced by the urban renewal process. Before the relocation of the 
airport, Kowloon City, To Kwa Wan, San Po Kong and Kowloon Bay 
were extreme environments. Noisy and polluted. Yet they remained 
vibrant neighbourhoods. The adverse living environment generated 
a vibrant street life. With the relocation of the airport, these areas 
are becoming prime real estate. Some of the older residents will be 
displaced due to the rising rents and demand for new developments. 

The new Kai Tak Flat for Flat neighbourhood eschews maximizing 
the commodity value of the development preferencing the creation 
of communal spaces. Rooftops are not sold, but rather designed as 
common indoor and outdoor recreational facilities. Ample greenery 
at grade is proposed over valuable car parking spaces.”



The Oval Partnership

The Oval Partnership is the centre of a group of companies working 
on sustainable lifestyle projects across a variety of design disciplines. 
Fundamental to the work of the practice is the principle that design 
disciplines must be used to address the real issues surrounding any 
given project, including the environment, society, the economy and 
the innovative capabilities of the available industry infrastructure. 
The practice attaches a great deal of importance to environmental 
concerns, community development, economic sustainability, and 
sensitivity to culture and heritage and actively seeks new ways of 
working for Asia founded on principles of inclusion, sustainability 
and innovation.

BENCHMARK
Kim Walker, Johan Hybschmann, Stephen Henderson

This design for a street bench, by the London studio of Oval 
Partnership, evolved as a response to working in different parts of 
the world, in different cultures and time zones. It is both universal 
and site specific. A bespoke gabion is filled with locally sourced 
rubble into which native plants are sown. The seat acts as a rain 
catcher, funnelling the rain into the gabion. Seat sensors measure the 
number of people who sit on the bench and this data is uploaded 
to the web and appears on built-in counters. Sounds of the city and 
conversations are picked up and relayed to a twin bench in another 
part of the world. This bench receives the local sounds of its twin in 
Hong Kong.

GARDEN OF TOWERS
Johan Hybschmann, Kim Walker

This ‘triorama’ model, by the London and Beijing studios of Oval 
Partnership, explores the public realm around just one tower within 
a much larger master plan for an entire new city quarter. The 
development, which is ranged around a new eco-park, is conceived 
as an integrated urban living complex. Green spaces would be used 
not only for leisure and culture but for allotments, urban farming, 
hydroponic cultivation and micro-climate improvement. It is an 
alternative prototype for dense development whereby the density is 
pushed up at the perimeter to create a park at the centre. The park is 
then irrigated with grey water from the surrounding towers.

“THE SHARED SKY” PERMANENT TEMPORARY DWELLINGS FOR 
HONG KONG WORKERS
Sarah Mui, Jessie Lau, Alan Cheung

“A response to the persistent growth of so called dog-cage dwellings 
in Hong Kong, this sky-scraper proposal will be packed and 
camouflaged into the city fabric by day. At night the units will shift 
and turn to the sky as a new realm for public leisure and private 
enjoyment for all. No matter how rich or poor, we are under the 
same sky and share the same city. This proposal, constructed from 
bamboo, is indeed symbolically a sky-scraper, occupying the air 
zone above existing office towers.”
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The Oval Partnership (contd.)

INTEGER HOTEL
Toby Neilson, Mags Bursa, Johan Hybschmann, Peaker Chu

A prototype design, by the London and Hong Kong studios of Oval 
Partnership, working with Integer, for a micro-boutique smart hotel for 
Hong Kong.

“In the future, as cities become increasingly wired, buildings will 
retain real memories of past inhabitants, their habits and desires. 
The project explores not just new ways in which we might imagine 
the hotel as a building type in the context of this technology but the 
emergence of this new electronic palimpsest and how it might affect 
our future understanding of where and how we live.”

Tris Kee (in collaboration with Oval Partnership)

Tris is a registered architect in Hong Kong.  She has worked on 
a broad range of research projects including urban revitalization 
schemes, district aspiration studies, waterfront planning research, 
sustainable development, heritage conservation and public 
engagements in the district of Kwun Tong.

‘VOICES OF KWUN TONG’
A series of fixed camera video portraits of inhabitants of Kwun Tong. 
The work is conceived of as an integral part of the exhibition design 
and is intended to evoke the complex, non-linear, partial experience 
of moving through a busy, dense city, full of competing claims and 
ideas, contradictory stories and motives.

Wallace Chang

Wallace Chang runs the Urban Place Research Unit, School of 
Architecture, Chinese University of Hong Kong. Wallace Chang has 
used this widely abused urban river as a political testing ground for 
raising awareness off ecological issues.

KAI TAK RIVER GREEN CORRIDOR – COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
PROJECT
Since the renaming of the Kai Tak Nullah on 30th September, 
2007, by Community Alliance of Kai Tak development, it has 
transformed from an acknowledgement of a concept, a rediscovery 
of urban ecology, to a ‘community- based’ spatial planning. It 
reaffirms the possibility to combine community education with active 
learning experience; after 5 years of development and distillation, 
it has vividly demonstrated the interactivity and proactive synergy 
generated by the ‘initiated-by-the-public-and - coordinated-by-the-
government’ advocacy model.From the water purification to the 
ecological green corridor; from the revitalization of the community 
to the environment education, the ‘Kai Tak River’ symbolized the 
sustainable vitality of the grassroot community, and has embodied 
the local spirit of cultural diversity and inclusiveness.



APPENDIX 2.

EXHIBITION DATES
Opening Ceremony of “Inter Cities / Intra Cities: Ghostwriting the Future”:  
August 27, 2012 (by invitation)  

13th International Architecture Exhibition of la Biennale di Venezia:  
August 29 – November 25, 2012

LOCATION
Arsenale, Campo della Tana, Castello 2126, 30122 Venice

ORGANIZERS
The Hong Kong Institute of Architects
Hong Kong Arts Developmentt Council

CURATOR, OVAL PARTNERSHIP
Christopher Law, Jonathan Pile, Desmond Hui, Sada Lam, Patrick Bruce

LEADING SPONSOR
Create Hong Kong

MAIN SPONSORS
Development Bureau, HKSAR
Shenzhen Biennale of Urbanism\Architecture Organizer Committee

CONTRIBUTOR
Energizing Kowloon East Office, Development Bureau, HKSAR

EXHIBITORS

WEBSITE
www.venicebiennale.hk/vb2012 or www.facebook.com/VeniceBiennaleHk

DATA AND CREDITS
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APPENDIX 3.

OVAL PARTNERSHIP
Oval Partnership was established in Hong Kong in 1992 by Christopher Law and 
Patrick Bruce with offices in China and the UK.

The Oval Partnership is the centre of a group of companies working on sustainable 
urbanism projects across a variety of design disciplines including Architecture, 
Master Planning and Design. Fundamental to the work of the practice is the principle 
that design disciplines must be used to address the real issues surrounding any 
given project, including the environment, society, the economy and the innovative 
capabilities of the available industry infrastructure. The practice attaches a great 
deal of importance to environmental concerns, community development, economic 
sustainability, and sensitivity to culture and heritage and actively seeks new ways of 
working for Asia founded on principles of inclusion, sustainability and innovation.

For over 20 years Oval Partnership has been recognised with high profile 
international awards for its work in sustainable design, urban design and 
outstanding architecture. In 2012 the group has received the Royal Institute of British 
Architects International Award, World Architecture News Hotel of the Year Award, 
Hong Kong Institute of Architects Merit Award Outside Hong Kong, International 
Property Awards Asia Pacific and International Hotel Awards Asia Pacific. 

THE HONG KONG INSITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
As a professional body of architects in Hong Kong the Institute has around 150 
Fellows, more than 2,500 Members and 168 Corporate Members. HKIA aims 
to advance architectural education and practices in Hong Kong as well as to 
promote and facilitate the acquisition of knowledge of the various arts and sciences 
connected therewith.

HONG KONG ARTS DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
Established in 1995, the Hong Kong Arts Development Council is a statutory body 
set up by the government to plan, promote and support the broad development of 
the arts including literary arts, performing arts, visual arts as well as film and media 
arts in Hong Kong.

PROFILE OF THE CURATOR AND ORGANIZERS



PRESS OFFICE

Giant Communications (Hong Kong)
Cassius Taylor-Smith (English language)
tel. +852 3796 3098 
mobile +852 6018 2443
cassiusts@giantcomms.com

A-World Consulting Ltd (Hong Kong) 
Isabel Chan (Chinese language)
tel. +852 2114 4957
mobile +852 9727 0078
isabel.chan@a-world.com.hk 

For additional information, to receive high resolution images and to request an 
interview with the curator, co-organisers or exhibitors you may contact:

ORGANIZERS LEADING SPONSOR



Disclaimer: Create Hong Kong of the Government of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region provides funding support to the project 
only, and does not otherwise take part in the project. Any opinions, 
findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in these materials/
events (or by members of the project team) do not reflect the views of the 
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. 
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SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS  
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INKIND SPONSORS  

Official PR Partner

Official Transportation Carrier

Official Lighting Partner

COORDINATOR IN VENICE

The 13th Venice Biennale International 
Architecture Exhibition (Hong Kong Exhibition) is 
a programme of 2012 Hong Kong Design Year

HKILA
THE HONG KONG INSTITUTE
OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Venue Sponsors

GOLD SPONSOR  

BRONZE SPONSORS  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


